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DONKEYS

Coutesy Phato

Bindy with a painting of donkeys, at Equine Spirit Sanctuary.

By Ruth Bourgeois

he donkey has enjoyed a his-
torical role in the holidays, if
often overshadowed by other
elements and traditions of
Christmas, it seems that little
burros have often been there to

help celebrate the season. Here are some stories

of important holiday donkeys.

m Alittle donkey, strong and proud, carried
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nected than any other to the Christian faith.

m It has been said that if you chance upon a
donkey at midnight on Christmas Eve you will see
it kneel in remembrance of the birth of Christ.

mThere is a legend about how the donkey
got its loud bray. After hiding in Egypt for several
years, Joseph decided to move his family back
to Nazareth. At night they camped alongside the
road. One night while they were sleeping, their
donkey heard the soldiers’ horses coming. The
donkey was afraid that the soldiers were coming
to kill Jesus, so he neighed to wake Joseph. He
neighed, again and again, but no one heard his
soft neigh. The soldiers were rapidly approaching.
The little donkey prayed for a loud voice so he
could wake the family. When he neighed again,
he sounded the alert with a wonderful loud bray
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What would the holidays be without ... donkeys?

that donkeys have had ever since.

m And it was a donkey that carried Jesus into
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. This donkey followed
him to Calvary. The donkey wanted to help him
carry the cross, but he was pushed away. He was
terribly saddened by the sight of Jesus on the
cross and when he turned to leave, the shadow
from the cross fell upon the shoulders and back
of the donkey. And it remains there today, a testi-
mony of the love and loyalty of the donkey.

With legends like these, it's no wonder that
donkeys hold a special place in many people’s
hearts. Gentle, smart and lovable are just a few of
their endearing qualities. Donkeys and burros are
the same animal. Donkey typically refers to the
domesticated animal and burro refers to the wild,
untamed ones. Burro is the Spanish word for
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Joy, a young donkey, at Equine Spirit Sanctuary.

Burros have a longstanding relationship with Christmas
Little donkey, little donkey on the dusty road

Got to keep on plodding onwards with your precious load

Been a long time, little donkey, through the winter’s night

Don't give up now, little donkey,

Bethleher’s in sight.
« »
CHRISTMAS SONG “LITTLE DONKEY.
oo o o adeo.

donkey. Burrito is a small donkey.

Historically, donkeys have been beasts of bur-
den, and still are work animals in many parts of
the world. For more than 6,000 years donkeys have
been used for riding, as pack animals, and for pull-

ing carts. They are good companions for horses,
providing a calming influence with their gentle
nature. But they also can be fiercely protective and
often are kept with flocks of sheep, goats or other
livestock to protect them from predators. And
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many lucky donkeys are kept simply as pets.

Donkeys come in small (miniature), medium
(standard) and large (mammoth). They all have
some things in common - they have long ears, they
can be very affectionate and loyal, and they are
extremely intelligent. And there’s nothing much
cuter than a baby donkey.

Equine Spirit Sanctuary is the home to Bindy,
an 11-year-old miniature donkey. This exceptional
little donkey was honored with the prestigious
2011 Milagro Animal Award. Grace, a standard-
sized jenny (female donkey, males are known as
jacks) recently came to live at ESS. A week after she
arrived, she gave birth to a coal-black baby donkey
named Joy. Visitors are welcome to come out and
meet these wonderful donkeys, along with the rest
of their equine family.
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