
The Taos News, 2011 Pets Guide
[image: ]




		









	















[image: ]


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image1.jpeg
SERIOUS
HORSE
PLAY

EQUINE SPIRIT SANCTUARY
OFFERS HAVEN
FOR HOOFED FRIENDS

By Ruth Bourgeois

quine Spirit Sanctuary is a Taos-based

nonprofit organization that offers a safe

haven for horses and opportunities for

people to interact with horses. ESS is

home to some rescues, some unwanted
horses, two donkeys and a pony. Each has an inter-
esting life story and unique gifts to share.

These unwanted and rescued horses are typical
of the huge problem the horse industry is facing
- horses whose owners could no longer afford to
care for them, horses who suffered injuries or have
health issues, or are too old to be used for riding,
or whose owners simply lost interest in them. The
number of unwanted horses in the United States
is estimated at somewhere between 100,000 and
170,000. According to a recent survey, there are
326 registered nonprofit equine rescue facilities in
the U.S. The maximum capacity of these rescues is
approximately 13,400. Most rescues are now filled
to capacity and have to turn horses away.

That is probably the hardest issue for horse res-
cues to deal with. When you consider the tremen-
dous number of horses that are neglected, starving,
abused, or abandoned, it is overwhelming. At ESS,
we typically take in just two or three horses a year
— not even enough to make a difference it seems.
But it does make a difference to those two or three
equines that become a part of the ESS family.

The standard procedure for a horse coming to
ESS goes like this: We get a call about a horse that
the owner wants to turn over, or who is in need of
rescue. We talk to the persons involved, get the his-
tory on the horse, go see the horse and evaluate it,
and try to figure out how best to help. More often,
however, it’s an emergency situation — a badly
injured horse that needs immediate veterinary
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Tali, a donkey at ESS, checks out a plant near the barn.

attention; or a horse that’s so starved that the his-
tory doesn’t matter — it just needs immediate care;
or a horse that cannot be “evaluated” because it has
been badly traumatized by cruel, harsh treatment.
Some unwanted horses that come to ESS have
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The staff at Equine Spirit Sanctuary work with groups and individuals for those who want to learn more

about horses, including workshops, clinics and lessons.

Bindy, the little gray miniature
donkey at Equine Spirit Sanctuary.
Bindy is getting a special honor
this year - the 2011 Milagro Animal
Award from Animal Protection of
New Mexico. The Milagro Awards
honor champions for animals and
Bindy got the award for the animal
category - the first donkey to get
this award, which is being given

to him for “exceptional animal
courage and/or intelligence.” His
work with disabled persons, as well
as his compassion for his equine
friends convinced the selection
committee that he was the right
choice for this award.
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