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Taos photographer Lenny Foster was among the artists who filled the Stables Gallery with offerings to benefit the Equine Spirit Sanctuary Friday

Mane attraction

llery hosts ‘Spirit of the Horse’

(Feb. 15).

Stables Ga

By Gerald Garner Jr.
The Taos News

quine-specific art took center
stage Friday (Feb. 15) as Stables
Gallery played host to Equine
Spirit Sanctuary’s (ESS) Spirit of
the Horse art exhibit.

Wares from local artists representing a
variety of mediums were on display. Among
the exhibited artists were Grant Besley,
Valerie Grave, Isabella Kristina, Lenny
Foster, DeAnn Hall, Sandy Miller, Shari
Kestenbaum, Phil Epp, Tony Manzo, John
Farnsworth and traditional Native American
flautist, Bessie Babits.

In addition to showcasing some of the
best locally produced art, the event afforded
interested community members the chance
to see what ESS has in store over the com-
ing months. The sanctuary is expected to
soon inhabit its newly leased location on
Cuchilla Road, the former home of Thal
Equine Horse Veterinary Clinic.

According to director Ruth Bourgeois,
ESS has teamed up with Karen Evans of
HorsePlay to have a therapeutic riding
program. Evans is an advanced level North
American Riding for the Handicapped
Association instructor.

Upcoming special events planned at the
Cuchilla Road venue include horse-related
art classes, writing and poetry, photography,
even a Native American flute music class.

If that was not enough, ESS will apply
for alicense to run a horse rescue in
accordance with New Mexico regulations,
Bourgeois said.

Bourgeois said she was thrilled with the
interest from the local residents, and also
many out-of-town visitors who stopped by
to view the show and to talk about horses.

The show affords patrons the opportunity to
reflect on Taos art for a good cause.

“It’'s evident that there’s plenty of inter-
est in this area in horses, and ESS is looking
forward to being able to provide many qual-
ity programs and events all geared towards
the interaction of humans and horses, to
promote health and well being for both,”
Bourgeois said. “We look forward to ESS
being a resource for local horse lovers and
horse owners, and also being a horse center
that visitors seek out because of our unique
programs.”

View many of the art pieces that were on
display and learn more about ESS by visit-
ing the Web site equinespiritsanctuary.org.

Equine Spirit Sanctuary Director Ruth
Bourgeois, center, chats with artists and
guests at Friday’s gala opening.

The show is a colorful affair.





